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Habitat for Humanity

A Brief Description

What is Habitat for Humanity?

Habitat for Humanity International, a nonprofit, ecumenical Christian housing ministry, is dedicated to eliminating substandard housing.  Habitat was founded in 1976, on the conviction that every man, woman, and child should have a simple, decent affordable place to live where they can dwell in dignity and safety.  Habitat has built and sold over 300,000 houses.  The goal of Habitat for Humanity is to eliminate substandard housing and homelessness worldwide and to make affordable shelter a matter of conscience and action.  Those with the greatest need are often those least able to meet their need.  Therefore, Habitat partners with families in great need of decent affordable housing, and makes the house possible at no profit with an interest free loan.
Where is Habitat for Humanity?

Habitat for Humanity is in the United States and 100 other countries.

Who is Habitat for Humanity?

Habitat for Humanity is organized at the community level.  The local organizations are Affiliates, and over 1,700 Habitat Affiliates are in the United States.  North Carolina is second to Georgia in having more Habitat Affiliates than any other state.

How does Habitat for Humanity Operate?

The local Affiliate joins with community organizations, businesses and individuals to obtain the necessary house building resources.  The Affiliate uses established family selection criteria to select a homeowner family, and build the house.  The family buys the house at no profit and no interest.  The mortgage payments are used as a revolving fund to build more homes. 

What are the Family Selection Requirements?

1. Residency and/or Employment 

2. Need for Decent Housing 

3. Ability to Pay for and maintain a home
4. Willingness to Partner with Habitat through Sweat Equity
Would you like to own a Habitat Home?
See if you meet these four requirements:
1. RESIDENCY and/or EMPLOYMENT:
A. You must live in Scotland County for at least six months or
B. You must be employed full time in Scotland County for a period 
of at least one year before starting the application process.

      C.   Habitat for Humanity only builds houses in Scotland County

2. NEED

A.  Combined Family income is used to determine the following income ranges based on the family size of those living with the applicant.
SCOTLAND COUNTY HABITAT FOR HUMANITY

Sample Income Guidelines

	FAMILY SIZE
	MINIMUM FAMILY INCOME 
	MAXIMUM FAMILY INCOME 

	1
	15,950
	 24,420

	2
	15,950
	 27,900

	3
	17,950
	 31,380

	4
	19,950
	 34,860

	5
	21,550
	 37,680

	6
	23,150
	 40,440

	7
	24,750
	 43,260
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        26,350


                46,020

        B.  Living in substandard housing
Example Substandard Living Conditions:

	Various Maintenance problems
	High crime neighborhood

	Overcrowding
	Living in Section8/Public Housing Authority

	Rent is 30% or more of monthly income
	Homelessness


3. ABILITY TO PAY
A. Able to afford a monthly mortgage payment.
B. Able to pay approximately $2,700 in closing costs(a one time fee)           

C. Workable credit history

   CREDIT ISSUE


     REQUIRED ACTION
	Utility Collections/Judgments
	Utility collections must be paid in full before being approved. Money owed could be to: PWC, Sprint, CP&L. NCNG. etc.

	Collection Accounts (other than Utility)
	A repayment plan must be made for collection accounts  This is money owed for items such as: cell phone, cable, NSF checks, etc.

	Charged off Accounts
	You must make a repayment plan for charged off accounts.  This is money that you owe, but the creditor may not bother you about anymore.

	Repossessions
	Repossessions are o.k. & will be considered individually. Most repossessions have a zero balance; if not, then you must make a repayment plan.

	Bankruptcy
	You must wait 2 years since a bankruptcy (Chapter 7) was discharged before you can apply.

	Homeownership/Mortgages
	You must wait 2 years since a foreclosure or deed-in-lieu has been resolved before you can apply.

	Repayment Plan
	When on any repayment plan, you are put on HOLD for 3 months while paying on these debts.  After 3 months, Habitat will reconsider the application.

	Medical bills
	Habitat overlooks medical bills when figuring your total debt.

	Student Loans
	Habitat also overlooks student loans when figuring your total debt.



4.  WILLINGNESS TO PARTNER WITH HABITAT 
A. Willingness to partner with Habitat by making necessary commitments, such as appointments, and to keep Habitat informed of any changes, including but not limited to, family status, address, phone number, place of work, and income level.
B. Willingness to wait for the house to be built.  (The whole process can take as long as 18-24 months.)
C. Willingness to contribute a minimum of 200 hours of “sweat equity” per adult buying the house.  (“Sweat equity” is your capital investment into your home.)
D. Willingness to attend the First Time Home Buyers Workshops 






